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Joseph David Camacho, of Albuquerque, N.M., was accused of refusing to provide an interpreter to communicate with 

Tanaka on a lawsuit he was handling for her. Ironically, the suit was against a hospital for failing to provide an interpreter 

for Tanaka during the admission of her 9-year-old son. Camacho allegedly withdrew from the case, leaving Tanaka 

without counsel, which led to dismissal of the action for failure to respond to discovery. 

Camacho claimed he was able to communicate effectively with Tanaka by written notes, e-mail and telephone relays and 

through the interpretation provided by her son. 

He settled with the department on Aug, 9, 2007, agreeing he would pay Tanaka $1,000 in damages and his office would 

adopt a policy of providing interpreters. 

  

 


