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EVIDENCE DOCUMENTS
The following lists are examples of the types of documents you must provide with your application and are not all 
inclusive. Call us at 1-800-772-1213 if you cannot provide these documents.

IMPORTANT : If you are completing this application on behalf of someone else, you must provide evidence that 
shows your authority to sign the application as well as documents to prove your identity and the identity of the 
person for whom you are filing the application. We can only accept original documents or documents certified by 
the custodian of the original record. Notarized copies or photocopies which have not been certified by the 
custodian of the record are not acceptable.

Evidence of Age
In general, you must provide your birth certificate. In some situations, we may accept another document that 
shows your age. Some of the other documents we may accept are:
● U.S. Hospital record of your birth (created at the time of birth)
● Religious record established before age five showing your age or date of birth
● Passport
● Final Adoption Decree (the adoption decree must show that the birth information was taken from the original 

birth certificate)
Evidence of Identity
You must provide current, unexpired evidence of identity in your legal name. Your legal name will be shown on 
the Social Security card. Generally, we prefer to see documents issued in the U.S. Documents you submit to 
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HOW TO COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION
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PROTECT YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER AND CARD
Protect your SSN card and number from loss and identity theft. DO NOT carry your SSN card with you. 
Keep it in a secure location and only take it with you when you must show the card; e.g., to obtain a new 
job, open a new bank account, or to obtain benefits from certain U.S. agencies. Use caution in giving 
out your Social Security number to others, particularly during phone, mail, email and Internet requests 
you did not initiate.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
Collection and Use of Personal Information

Sections 205(c) and 702 of the Social Security Act, as amended, authorize us to collect this 
information. The information you provide will be used to assign you a Social Security number and 
issue a Social Security card.

The information you furnish on this form is voluntary. However, failure to provide the requested 
information may prevent us from issuing you a Social Security number and card.

We rarely use the information you supply for any purpose other than for issuing a Social Security 
number and card. However, we may use it for the administration and integrity of Social Security 
programs. We may also disclose information to another person or to another agency in accordance 
with approved routine uses, which include but are not limited to the following:

1. To enable a third party or an agency to assist Social Security in establishing rights to 
Social Security benefits and/or coverage;

2. To comply with Federal laws requiring the release of information from Social Security 
records (e.g., to the Government Accountability Office and Department of Veterans' 
Affairs);

3. To make determinations for eligibility in similar health and income maintenance 
programs at the Federal, State, and local level; and

4. To facilitate statistical research, audit or investigative activities necessary to assure the 
integrity of Social Security programs.

We may also use the information you provide in computer matching programs. Matching programs 
compare our records with records kept by other Federal, State, or local government agencies. 
Information from these matching programs can be used to establish or verify a person's eligibility 
for Federally-funded or administered benefit programs and for repayment of payments or 
delinquent debts under these programs.
Complete lists of routine uses for this information are available in System of Records Notice 
60-0058 (Master Files of Social Security Number (SSN) Holders and SSN Applications). The 
Notice, additional information regarding this form, and information regarding our systems and 
programs, are available on-line at www.socialsecurity.gov or at any local Social Security office.

This information collection meets the requirements of 44 U.S.C. §3507, as amended by Section 2 of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 . You do not need to answer these questions unless we display a 
valid Office of Management and Budget control number. We estimate that it will take about 8.5 to 9.5 
minutes to read the instructions, gather the facts, and answer the questions. You may send comments 
on our time estimate to: SSA, 6401 Security Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21235-6401. Send only comments 
relating to our time estimate to this address, not the completed form.
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