
BIO 481: Introduction to Neurobiology 
3-credits (135-hours direct + indirect instruction) 

Summer 2022 Syllabus for Online Section 970 
Meeting Location: Canvas 

Dates/Times: May 16 – June 24; Every Day 
 

Professor: Dr. Nick Pullen     Office Phone: 970-351-1843 
Office Location: Ross 2536     email: nicholas.pullen@unco.edu  
Office Hours: By Appointment – just send me an email 
 
Time Commitment.  This is an accelerated, 6-week, online course.  Following the definition of a 
credit hour (see here), you should spend a minimum of 45-hours working per credit. Since this is a 
3-credit course that means you should spend a minimum of 135-hours total working on content for 
this course.  Over 6-
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Required Text.  Neurobiology: A Functional Approach by Georg F. 
Striedter (2016) Oxford University Press.  
ISBN: 978-0-19-539615-7 
Additional materials posted in Canvas will include: 
 readings from the scientific literature 
 readings from popular literature 
 videos and other multi-media resources 

 
Review of all posted additional materials is required unless the 
page title starts with “FYI:”. 
 
Outline of Course Content. 
Each module corresponds to a week.  
Recorded lectures follow the reading and content is locked until the indicated week. 
Assignments (except intro. post) are due by 11:59pm on Saturdays. 
 

Module Topic 
Reading 

(Striedter Ch) 
Assignments 

1 
(May 16-21) 

The Basics: Cells, Development, 
and Fundamental Anatomy of the 

Nervous System 
1, 2, 4, 16 

Quiz 1,  
Minute Responses, 
Intro Post, Next Step 
post for provided 
literature, seek 
approval for research 
topic 

2 
(May 22-28) 

Electrophysiology, Plasticity, and 
the Complexity of Networks 

2, 3 

Model of an action 
potential, Minute 
Response, Next Step 
post, Exam 1 

3 
(May 29-
June 4) 

Sensing the World 6, 7, 11, 12 
Quiz 2, Annotated Bib. 
1, Minute Response, 
play Mozak 

4 
(June 5-11) 

Responding to the World 8, 9, 10 
Minute Response, 
Muscle Fatigue post, 
Exam 2 

5 
(June 12-18) 

Complex Emergent Functions: 
Neuromodulation, Learning & 

Memory 
13, 14, 15 

Quiz 3, Minute 
Response, Neuro-
ethology/psychology 
post 

6 
(June 19-24) 

Protecting the Nervous System 
5 and mostly 

Supplementary 

Annotated Bib. 2, 
Minute Response, 
Final Exam 

 
 
 
 
 



Assignments & Grades. You earn your letter grade by completing the assignments in this class. 
Since they 



Canvas.  This course is administered through canvas.unco.edu.  Make sure Canvas Announcements 
and Conversations are set to “Notify me right away”.  This is an account-wide setting accessed by 
clicking on your account portrait→notifications.  Check the course pages daily, as it is expected that 
just over 3-hours of work per day is necessary for this accelerated Summer format. 
 
Communication.  Everyone in this course is expected to communicate in a positive manner.  All 
feedback in discussions should be constructive and professional.  Overtly negative and otherwise 
harassing behavior is considered misconduct and is unwelcome.  Any student engaging in such 
behavior (or facilitating it) will be warned; if the behavior continues, I will seek pertinent 
administrative reporting of the offense and withdrawal of the student(s) involved. 
 
The best method for contacting me is via email or the Canvas messaging system.  I strive to 
respond within 24-hours, often less. 
 
For real-time conversation with me, schedule a meeting at least 1-day in advance.  We can meet in 
person in my office (Ross 2536), or virtually. 
  
Disability Resources.  It is the policy and practice of the University of Northern Colorado to 
create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this 
course that present barriers to your inclusion or to an accurate assessment of your achievement 
(e.g., time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, use of videos without captions), please 
communicate this with me and contact Disability Resource Center (DRC) to request 
accommodations. 
Office: (970) 351-2289, Michener Library L-80.  
Students can learn more here: www.unco.edu/disability-resource-center 
 
Academic Integrity. You are expected to practice academic honesty in every aspect of this course.  
Upon matriculation at UNC, a
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