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50 mammal and bird species that use harsh sounds in aggressive
contests. Other researchers have noted similar sounds used by
avian species and postulated that they may be effective aggressive
signals because of their broadband structure (Jarvi et al. 1980; Trillo
& Vehrencamp 2006). Broadband, harsh, nonlinear sounds are
regularly used as animal alarm calls and are especially effective at
grabbing the attention of receivers (Catchpole & Slater 2008;
Blumstein & Récapet 2009). By appending cheet notes to their
songs in aggressive contests, canyon wrens may better hold the
attention of their perceived territorial rival.

Birds use a range of behaviours when responding aggressively to
conspecific rivals (Searcy & Beecher 2009
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