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1000 km

Figure 2. Geographical distribution of
3. RESULTS
Cisticola erythrops do not sing distinct song types, but
instead combine syllables to form a wide variety of
vocal productions. Across the entire geographical
range, C. erythrops individuals constructed mixed syllable
songs (figure 1a,c) which included multiple sylla-
ble types arranged in variable orders, and repeated
syllable songs (figure 1b) which included one or more
repeated syllable type(s). Individuals across the entire
geographical range also sang both song types in duets
or choruses with conspecifics (figure 1c). Mixed syllable
songs lasted an average of 8.4+6.4 s (but could
be up to 319 s long) and were delivered at a rate of
3.62+0.7 syllables s21. Repeated syllable songs were sig-
nificantly more brief (t46¼ 4.25, p , 0.0001), lasting only
for 2.4+1.1 s, but were delivered at a nearly identical
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rate (t46¼ 0.092, p¼ 0.927) of 3.6+1.1 syllables s21.
Song duration and production rate did not differ
geographically (duration: F1,46¼ 4.00, p ¼ 0.051, rate:F
r,a4¼41.23 4¼
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