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that interesting female vocal behavior may be pervasive

across all birds (Benedict 2008, Geberzahn et al. 2009,

Odom and Mennill 2010, Dahlin and Wright 2012).

Despite the pervasiveness of female song, we currently

have a deficit of knowledge on this topic. First, for most

species, we lack basic documentation of whether females





bird song research, but we have still hardly scratched the

surface of this field (Langmore 1998, Hall 2004, Slater and

Mann 2004, Price 2015). Many questions surround what

selective mechanisms are responsible for complex bird

song in both sexes (Beecher and Brenowitz 2005, Byers

and Kroodsma 2009, Tobias et al. 2012). Functional studies

suggest that females may use song in similar contexts as

males, such as mate attraction, as well as in broader

contexts, such as coordinating mating activities or

resource defense (Ritchison 1983, Langmore et al. 1996,

Halkin 1997, Tobias et al. 2012). More experimental

studies are needed, however, and researchers have only

recently started examining vocal complexity in female
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