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Abstract

Rural sign language interpreters often experience unique challenges, gaps, and opportunities in

interpreter training compared to their urban
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Fewer rural interpreters attend and graduate from IEPs than their urban colleagues

(Hardesty & Decker, 2021). The lack of formal training often creates barriers to employment

opportunities. Many state licensing boards require national certification in order to attain the

licensure needed to perform the duties of a professional interpreter. However,
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multiple choice, text entry, matrix table, and rank order questions. Each prompt
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Another throughline that spanned both opportunities and barriers was the lack of

exposure that rural interpreters have to the many facets of professional interpreting including

connections to a diverse Deaf community, varied language (both signed and spoken), and

collegial relationships with peers and mentors. Though it was not explicitly stated, exposure to

diversity extends well beyond Deaf culture and signed language models to include the vibrancy

and richness of gender identity and expression, race, ethnicity, ability, lived experience, and

intersectional representation. The field of interpreting is largely made up of white, hearing,

heterosexual,
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